DIRECT LINK TO BAG BAN BYLAW: http://cms2.revize.com/revize/
burlingtonma/19_01GBylaws%20linked.pdf

TOWN OF BURLINGTON
Paul F. Sagarino Jr.

Town Administrator

Dear Burlington Business Owners:

On January 28, 2019, Town Meeting voted in favor of a bylaw regulating the use of retail
checkout bags in the Town of Burlington. The purpose of this bylaw is to reduce the
number of single-use plastic bags that are being used, discarded, and/or littered, and
promote the use of reusable and recyclable bags. With this bylaw, the Town joins over
ninety other municipalities in Massachusetts that have passed similar regulations aimed at
protecting land and marine environments, minimizing litter, and reducing greenhouse gas
emissions.
The bylaw, which will go into effect on September 10, 2019, requires that if a retail
establishment provides checkout bags to customer, those bags must either be a reusable
bag, or recyclable paper bag.

The full text of the bylaw, including all relevant definitions, requirements, and exceptions
can be found at: http://www.burlington.org/19_01GBylaws.pdf
http://cms2.revize.com/revize/burlingtonma/19_01GBylaws%20linked.pdf
We have prepared the enclosed flyer containing answers to FAQs and some helpful hints
for the transition.
Thank you for your cooperation in this endeavor.
Sincerely,

Paul Sagarino, Jr.
Town Administrator

Town of Burlington
Plastic Bag Reduction Ordinance:
FAQs and Helpful Hints
What type of bags are impacted by the bylaw?
The ordinance applies to checkout bags, which are defined as, “carryout
bags, with handles, provided by a retail establishment to a customer at the
point of sale.”

The following shall not fall under the definition of checkout bags, or are otherwise exempt:
• Bags, whether plastic or not, in which loose produce or products are
placed by the customer to deliver such items to the point of sale/check
out area;
• Laundry or dry cleaner bags;
• Newspaper bags;
• Bags used to wrap frozen foods, meat or fish, whether pre-packaged or not, to
prevent or contain moisture.
Which business will be affected by this bylaw?
This ordinance applies to retail establishments. A retail establishment is defined as any
commercial enterprise, whether for profit or not, including but not limited to restaurants,
pharmacies, convenience and grocery stores, liquor stores, seasonal or temporary
businesses, jewelry stores, and household goods stores, or any other business that offers
the sale of food or merchandise.
What are the penalties for violations?
The penalty for the first violation shall be a written warning. The penalty for a second
violation shall by $25. For each additional violation, the penalty shall be $50.

Are there any exceptions?
A small business (a retail establishment that is under twenty five hundred (2,500) square
feet in size, and is not publicly owned) can request, in writing to the Town Administrator,
an extension of up to ninety (90) days past the effective date, if the small business can show
that compliance will result in an undue hardship.
When does the ordinance become effective?
September 10, 2019

Helpful Tips for the Transition:
• Encourage customers to use reusable bags
• Stock reusable bags for purchase or giveaways
• Save product boxes for customers carry away purchases

